SUNDAY LITURGY | at 11:00 AM
St. Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church
600 Mount Vernon Church Road

Raleigh, NC 27614

Tel: (919)917-7597
Email: abouna@saintsharbelchurch.org

website: www.saintsharbelchurch.org

Pastor: Rev. Robert Youssef Farah

Sunday Liturgy: 11:00 AM

Saturday Liturgy: 5:00 PM

Wednesday & Friday Liturgy: 6:30 PM
Thursday: Eucharistic Adoration: 6:30 PM

)donate Now [~& =

Toi=

Please remember your Church by maintaining your donation through our Online Service
by visiting our Website and clicking on the following link:
http://saintsharbelchurch.org/donate/

Your weekly donation will maintain our mission in her journey and keep our doors open.

Support St Sharbel MMission by

amazon shopping at AmazonSmile.

e—— — Wwhen vyou shop at AdamazonsSmile, Amazon will donmnate
:-.j) % to =t Sharbel Mission., Support us every time you
(_ Sshop.



http://saintsharbelchurch.org/donate/

READINGS March 2025

March 16 Healing of the Hemorrhaging Woman
Epistle Gospel &/
2 Cor 7:4-11 Lk 8:40-56 y ‘
March 23 Parable of the Prodigal Son g
Epistle Gospel
2 Cor 13:5-13 Lk 15:11-32
i  *LITURGY INTENTIONS* FROM
NMNass_ . .
Iritenitioris Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions
March 16 | 11:00 AM | Available
March 23 | 11:00 AM | Talaat Chafic Jazraoui By: Faiqa Bashi
March 30 | 11:00 AM | Remember Me In Your Kingdom By: The Priest
HOSPITALITY - COFFEE HOUR/2024
March 16 Roche & David Haught
March 23 Faiqa & Joseph Bashi
March 30 SAJ (Flatbread baked on a metal griddle)

To sponsor a coffee hour pls contact Gloria Salim-Brown: 919.345.3483, gsalim@aol.com.
Donation for coffee hour is appreciated

PARISH OFFERING
March 2, 2025

Important Messages

 Weekly offering $596.00 Daily Readings

Bishop’s Appeal $90.00 | Monday: 1 Tim 4:9-16; Jn 8:21-27
Tuesday: 2 Cor 8:1-9; Mt 23:1-12
Wednesday: Eph 3:1-13; Mt 1:18-25
$686.00 | Thursday: Gal 1:1-10; Lk 17:20-37
Thank You for your generosity and Friday: Rom 3:1-7; Lk 12:16-21
your support
Saturday: 2 Tim 3:1-9; Mt 12:11-14

Total Income




THE SANCTUARY LAMP

[s a vigil light burning 24 /7 and kept near the
Blessed Sacrament. The light indicates the
unfathomable mystery of the Eucharistic
presence of Jesus. It reminds us of the rever-
88 ence due to the Sacrament. The burning light
is a pious custom as a way of prolonging our

adoration and prayer to honor His presence.

Thank You for Supporting Your Church

You may do so in various ways:
e By Mail at: 600 Mount Vernon Church Rd., Raleigh NC 27614
e Via our website www.saintshatbelchurch.org by clicking on Donate

e Direct Deposit to First Citizens Bank : Routing #: 053100300, Acc #
000861430571

Upcoming Second Collection

March 3- April 17:  Eparchial Charities Appeal
April 18: Holy Land Collection

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS - 2024

March 19: Feast of St. Joseph
March 30: SA] (Flatbread baked on a metal griddle)
April 4: Falafel Friday

April 5: Maamool Baking




Sunday of the Hemorrhaging Woman

Qurbono P. 207; Creed P. 748; Anaphora of The Twelve Apostles p. 754

Healing of the Hemorrhaging Woman (Luke 8:40-56)

This Sunday the Church reminds us of the healing of the hemorrhaging woman and teaches us that faith is
the entrance into Christian life. Because of her true faith in Jesus, she, who was bleeding for twelve years,
was healed just when she touched the hem of his clothing, and his miraculous power brought her back ener-
gy and life. Thus she became the example of the faithful who is sure of salvation.

The choice of the healing of the hemorrhaging woman immediately after the healing of the leper is based on

the fact that leprosy of the flesh and the flow of blood, are both considered in the eyes of the law, physical
and spiritual sickness. They are contagious and forbid patients from mingling with people. Thus, they both
symbolize sinful humanity that is facing death and destruction. The combination of the two healings proves
that Jesus alone has the authority and power to heal both flesh and blood, regardless of the sickness! Healing
was complete when Jesus simply touched the leper and when the hemorrhaging woman touched the cloth-
ing of Jesus: This is an indication that the nature of the Sacred Mysteries has a concrete and tangible touch
and a hidden spiritual power which cleanses and sanctifies.

Since her flow of blood was construed as sinfulness, she was forbidden from the worship of God and the fel-
lowship of her friends. Thus, she was so embarrassed to ask for any favor from anyone and that stemmed
from the fact that ceremonially she was unclean. That was why she came to Jesus as a last resort: “If I could
touch the tassel of his cloak,” she thought, “I will be cured.” In spite of the pressing crowds she managed to
get close enough to touch Him. Jesus seized the opportunity to reveal the woman'’s faith to everyone. He al-
so wanted to teach his followers and the crowds compassion and respect to one another, regardless of who
they may be. He cared for the least important and accepted the unwanted. Therefore, to that one degraded
and unwanted person Jesus gave all of himself.

Jesus is addressing us today to do something in order to heal ourselves. A miracle will happen if we take
that initiative. The reason why the hemorrhaging woman was cured is because of her strong faith and be-
cause she came to Jesus with an ardent desire and a desperate plea to be healed. To her social surrounding,
this woman appeared unimportant and sinful, but Jesus wanted to show those who thought ill of her that
she has something that they do not have and that is her unwavering, genuine and true faith. She did not ask
him to administer to her a healing ritual. She believed that if she can get close enough to touch the hem of
his cloak, she will be healed.

The continuous loss of blood drained the woman’s energy, jus as the repeated sins deplete our soul. Thus,
we need to seek heavenly intervention. It also tells us of the relief granted through confession. For the hem-
orrhaging woman it was so humiliating to come forward and admit her sickness (sinfulness) publicly. But
when she made her confession she found Him very kind. Once she had told the whole truth to Jesus her fear
and trembling were gone and a wave of relief flooded her heart and soul. His love and compassion to the
lowly, the poor, the sick and the homeless are boundless.

Lord, we come to You, as the hemorrhaging woman did, to admit our failures and to confess our sins. We im-
plore You to cleanse us and restore health to our weakened souls. Help us accept our fellow human beings for
what they are and for who they are, and like you try to assist those who are in most need. Amen.



