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PARISH SCHEDULE

SUNDAY LITURGY | at 11:00 AM

St. Sharbel Maronite Catholic Church
600 Mount Vernon Church Road

Raleigh, NC 27614

Tel: (919)917-7597

Email: abouna@saintsharbelchurch.org

website: www.saintsharbelchurch.org
Pastor: Rev. Robert Youssef Farah
Subdeacon: Claude Shiver

Sunday Liturgy: 11:00 AM

Saturday Liturgy: 5:00 PM

Wednesday & Friday Liturgy: 6:30 PM
Thursday Liturgy & Adoration: 6:30 PM

)onate Now [=X > Donate Now [~E37 -&1]
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Please remember your Church by maintaining your donation through our Online Service
by visiting our Website and clicking on the following link:
http://saintsharbelchurch.org/donate
Your weekly donation will maintain our mission in her journey and keep our doors open.

Support St Sharbel MMission by

amazon shopping at AmazonSmile.
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http://saintsharbelchurch.org/donate/

READINGS February-March/2023

March 12 Parable of the Prodigal Son
Epistle Gospel
2 Cor 13:5-13 Lk 15:11-32
March 19 St. Joseph the Virgin & Healing of the Paralytic
Epistle Gospel
Eph 3:1-13 Mt 1:18-25
P *LITURGY INTENTIONS* FROM
Mass Remember your loved ones with Mass Intentions

March 12 | 11:00 AM | Available

March 19 | 11:00 AM | All Parishioners By: The Priest

March 26 | 11:00 AM Available

HOSPITALITY - COFFEE HOUR /2023

March 12 Murad & Seba Maayah @
March 19 Sarah Abboodi M

March 26 Eya Najm
To sponsor a coffee hour pls contact Gloria Salim-Brown: 919.345.3483, gsalim@aol.com.
Donation for coffee hour is appreciated

PARISH OFFERING Important Messages

5 March 5, 2023

Weekly offering $1,214.00

Daily Readings
Monday: 2 Cor 9:1a, 5-15; Lk 9:37-45
Tuesday: 1 Cor 16:15-24; Mk 8:22-26
Wednesday: Rom 14:1-13; Lk 7:1-10
Thursday: 2 Cor 1:23-2:5; Mt 15:29-39

Second Collection $128.00
Donation $200.00

Total Income $1,542.00

Yyour support Saturday: 2 Tim 4:9-19; Mk 3:1-12




THE SANCTUARY LAMP

[s a vigil light burning 24 /7 and kept near the
Blessed Sacrament. The light indicates the
unfathomable mystery of the Eucharistic
presence of Jesus. It reminds us of the rever-
ence due to the Sacrament. The burning light
®is a pious custom as a way of prolonging our

adoration and prayer to honor His presence.

Thank You for Supporting Your Church

You may do so in various ways:
e By Mail at: 600 Mount Vernon Church Rd., Raleigh NC 27614
e Via our website www.saintshatbelchurch.org by clicking on Donate

e Direct Deposit to First Citizens Bank : Routing #: 053100300, Acc #
000861430571

Eparchial Charities Appeal

Second Collection from February 2 - April 6, 2023, is dedicated to the Bishop’s Appeal. It will
be divided as follows: 20% priests’ retirement; 40% seminary; 10% endowment fund; 20%
Eparchial Ministries; 10% Lebanon. Our assessment this year is $1500.00. [ appreciate your

generosity to meet the required amount.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS - 2023

March 19: St. Joseph the Spouse of the Virgin Mary
March 24-26: MYO Regional Retreat in Richmond, VA
March 25: The Annunciation to the Virgin Mary
March 25: Lenten Fish Fry: 11:00 AM—7:00 PM
April 2: Hosanna Sunday (Palm Sunday)

April 2: Bake Sale




Parable of the Prodigal Son
Qurbono P. 217; Creed P. 748; Anaphora of St. James p. 794

Among all Sundays of Lent, this is the only Sunday that does not remind us of a miracle of Je-
sus, but of a parable, which is that of the Prodigal Son. It is the peak of the first three weeks of
Lent, which emphasizes the practice of penance through fasting, prayer, works of righteous-
ness and almsgiving; and at the same time it is in the middle of Lent: for our heavenly Father
wants nothing but our repentance and our eternal salvation.

After the parables of the lost sheep and the lost silver piece, St. Luke presents the parable of
the lost Son. These three sum up Jesus’ answer to the complaints of the Scribes and the Phari-
sees, because he accepted sinners and ate with them. The younger son took his share of his
father’s inheritance and travelled to a distant land...! There, he squandered his money, was in
dire need, worked as a slave herding pigs...! He returned to himself and realized his sin, so he
decided to go back to his father asking forgiveness. His father returned to him the dignity of a
son. This is the meaning of the finest Robe, the signet Ring and the Shoes. This is how God
treats every repentant sinner! As for the older son who refused to participate in the celebra-
tion, the father begged him to come in, he listened to all the objections he had against his
brother, but the father insisted that he enters and accepts his brother, or else, he was going to
loose his Son-ship! This is how God treats every person who behaves like the Pharisees and
the Scribes: righteous before God, but refuses the repentance of his brother!

The forgiving father wanted his son to know that he is still his son and not a slave. Because
the son repented and returned home, he was treated royally. The father ordered his servants
to bestow upon the newfound son the royal paraphernalia: the robe, the ring, and the shoes.
The robe stands for dignity, power and honor, for it is the formal garment of priests, kings
and judges. The ring stands for the seal of authority, for if a man gave to another his signet
ring it was the same as giving him the power of attorney. The shoes stand for freedom, for a
son and heir as opposed to a slave. Further, killing the fatted calf signifies the Father’s joyous
celebration in honor of the return of his once lost son.

The emphasis of this parable centers around the son who acknowledged his sin, repented
and sought forgiveness. Further, it emphasizes the love and the forgiveness of the father. Yes it
is a great deal on our part to admit our failures, but it is even greater to love and to forgive
those who have done us wrong. The offense committed against the father’s image, honor and
pride was immeasurable. But the greater the offense, the greater the credit to the those who
forgive. The Prodigal Son stands for each one of us and the Father stands for God who for-
gives our sins and accepts us. Let us take it upon ourselves, from here and on, to admit our
failures and to confess our sins; and let us also take it upon ourselves to emulate the Father
and forgive each other for our transgressions.



